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Chanukkah Funfair Workshop 
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FROM RABBI JANET DARLEY 
The cycle of life and the accompanying 
rites of passage have been on my mind 
lately. This is partly because the last six 
months have been full of such events of 
various kinds, both for myself and for 
friends and congregants, but also partly 
because of my work on the organising 
committee for the Liberal Judaism 
Biennial.  This year’s biennial explores 
the ways in which Liberal Judaism can 
help us mark these changes and 
progress through our lives; how it can be 
with us “every step of the way”.   

Many changes in life cycle are 
historically shaped in a particular culture. 
We can think of British cultural norms for 
what constitutes  “a special birthday” and 
Judaism has strong traditions of 
considering and marking many of the 
changes in our lives.  

According to Pirkei Avot there are 14 
“ages” or stages of a person’s life. 

                                   (cont’d p3) 

TWO  FEBRUARY  CHAVUROT: 
EARLY -BIRD CHAVURAH – 
AT 6:30PM – 5 FEBRUARY  
(First Friday each month) 
Don’t forget our Early Bird  
Chavurah, which offers a shorter  
and more casual service with  
a real emphasis on singing  
both modern tunes and old favourites.  
With its shortened liturgy and guitar 
music around the Shabbat table, this 
service is appropriate for all ages.   
THIRD FRIDAY CHAVURAH  
AT 7:30PM – 19 FEBRUARY  

 

Do come and join us  
for an informal service  

around the table  

Join your Synagogue Family  
for a “real family Shabbat” 

 
 
 
 

����������	�
���
��
���
������	���
���	�	�����
����������

�������������	����
����
����	������	��

Purim Events: 27 & 28 February 
 
The history of Purim within  progressive 
Judaism is a complicated one.  

This year we will have two contrasting 
activities.  Following the service on 
27th February  there will be a study 
session looking at this festival. 

On 28 February  we will join together 
for a Purim Spiel  featuring some our 
Religion School pupils and other 
congregants. This will be followed by a 
costume parade with prizes for both 
children’s and adults’ costumes and a 
shared lunch with plenty of 
hamantaschen for all. 

The fun starts at 11:15am.  Come 
dressed for it or unsuitable costume 

items will be provided! 
 
 
 
 

LAUNCH OF  
SLLS FILM CLUB 
Saturday 13 February @ 5:30pm 

 
 

Don't miss the start of our  
new Film Club. Join us on  
Saturday 13 February at  
5,30pm for a presentation 
by the technical advisor  for  
'The Illusionist'  who will share some  
of the secrets about the making of the 
movie before a special big-screen 
showing of the film which stars  
Edward Norton  and Jessica Biel . 

The event will start promptly with 
Havdallah  at 5:30pm. Admission is 
FREE.  Popcorn, sweets and birthday 
cake (this time it's the Rabbi's birthday!) 
will be available for a donation to the 
synagogue of £7.50 for adults and £15 
for families. 

So that we can cater adequately, 
please let the SLLS office know  

if you plan to come. 

This is another special SLLS event -  
we look forward to seeing you there. 

�
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FROM OUR CHAIRMAN 
I am honoured to 
become Chairman of 
SLLS - and I have a 
very hard act to follow. 
Philip Walker led the 
community through 
difficult times, keeping his ebullient 
good humour throughout. I only hope I 
can be as successful as he was. It is a 
sign of his commitment that he is 
staying on as Financial Secretary; a 
lesser man would have jumped at the 
chance to relinquish responsibility for 
subscriptions: he is keeping a 
complex and difficult task. I owe him a 
double debt of gratitude. I am also very 
aware of the many many people who 
keep the synagogue afloat, such 
as Ruth in the office, the Religion 
School staff, the Women's Society, the 
stewards - too many to list, but all vital. 

As I said at the AGM, now we have 
come through the really difficult times, 
we have time to take a more strategic 
view. The synagogue's financial 
situation is not as bad as we feared, 
thanks to the generosity of members  

                                   (cont’d p2) 
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If you are interested in these classes, 
which are open to all adults, please 

email Rabbi Janet Darley 
janetdarley@southlondon.org  

or leave a message in the office. 

FEBRUARY 2010  
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CALLING ALL  TODDLERS   
Sunday 7 February  
at 11:00am 
Lots of singing ..... Lots of fun ! 

Future Toddler dates at11:00am on:   
21 March, 16 May and 20 June. 

�
 

 
 
 

��� �  DUE SOUTH ��� �  
Thursday 4 th March at 2.00pm  

The tea party held in December was a 
resounding success, both in the quality of 
the food and the attendance:  it is clear 
what brings out the members of this 
group!   Nevertheless, we are reverting to 
the old style for our next meeting, as we 
have a speaker who is happy to address 
a small number.   He is the Rev. Barry 
Goodwin and he is calling his talk 
“Forging Links”; it will deal with the 
interaction of faith groups with mental 
health in Croydon.   It is sure to be 
interesting; perhaps the number will not 
be small after all!    

The date is Thursday 4th March; the time 
2.00pm; the venue the home of Lionel 
Phillips.   Please let Lionel know if you 
can come.  

Corinne  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Additions to the  
Desmond Marks Library 

BIOGRAPHY. 
The Rabbi's Daughter  by Reva Mann 
This is a shocking story of a girl who, 
having rebelled against her orthodox 
upbringing in London, later returns to it 
by marrying an ultra orthodox man in 
Jerusalem.   Her experiences defy belief. 

FICTION 
The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas   by 
John Boyne.  You may have seen the 
recent film.   It is written for children  
but would be intensely moving for any 
age group.   It tells the story of a German 
boy whose father becomes Commandant 
of a concentration  
camp and, with touching innocence and 
ignorance, befriends a boy the other side 
of the wire fence with tragic results.                          
Corinne Lever  

 
 

 
 
 

 

Chairman’s Column      (from p1) �

(and the President’s Appeal for help 
with the electrics is still open). We now 
have an excellent rabbi who, even half 
time, is making a huge difference.  A 
glance at South Circular  will show the 
range of activities on offer, and there 
will be more to come. But this costs 
money. We need to make sure the 
synagogue  is sustainable for the 
future. And it would be nice to be able 
to do more. In the next few months I 
hope Council will be taking a very hard 
look at our costs and our resources. 
We will continue our drive to raise the 
synagogue's profile and increase 
membership. We will also look hard �  

 

SATURDAY 20 MARCH at 6pm  
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Showcasing the best of  

London’s Jewish Culture  
 

 

SLLS is privileged to  
be taking part in  
London’s month of  
Open Jewish Culture,  
hosting an evening  
with David Benedictus, 
the celebrated author and raconteur. 

David has just published Return to the 
Hundred Acre Wood, the much 
anticipated official sequel to Winnie-the-
Pooh and The House at Pooh Corner by 
A A Milne.  In addition to being a prolific 
author, David has been a tutor, a London 
guide, a theatre reviewer, a racing tipster, 
a BBC producer and much, much more.  
David will talk about his life, his work and 
of course Winnie-the-Pooh.  You will have 
the opportunity to buy signed copies of 
David’s books and enjoy some of Winnie-
the-Pooh’s favourite refreshments.  
Tickets for this exciting event are  
£10 for adults and £5 for children  
between 10 and 16.  Under 10s  
are free.  Buy your tickets now from the  
synagogue office: 0208 769  
4787, office@southlondon.org 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Members’ Choir  and organist 
are available to provide music  
at your Bar or Bat Mitzvah,  
Chuppah, Blessing, Anniversary 
or other celebration.   
We are also looking for more singers  
to join in the fun!   
For more details call Michele 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

STOP PRESS We have just been 
informed that on Thursday 4 February 
at 10:30am  (lunch following), Rabbi 
Michael Schwartz, the Development 
Director for Rabbis for Human Rights  
will be speaking at the Montagu Centre. 
His topic is 'Redeeming Zion and 
Zionism'.  If you wish to attend please 
contact Alex Wakely on 020 7631 9830 or 
a.wakely@liberaljudaism.org  
 
 

�  at the building - we use every  

part of it but it costs a great deal to 
maintain. Is there a way to make 
money from it? Should we think  
about relocation?  

If anyone has any ideas about the 
future, I would welcome them. And 
there are still vacancies on Council -  
if you are interested in helping, just 
contact me.                   Eve Samson

 

CHAT AND CHECK  
If you would like to talk, please  

call the SLLS office on a 
Wednesday or leave a  

message on the synagogue 
 telephone 020 8769 4787  

and I will return the call. 
However, in an emergency,   
you should first call the office, 020 8769 
4787, or if no-one is there, please dial 
the SLLS emergency number                    
Shalom, Carol 

JEWISH CARE OPENS OFFICE  
FOR SOUTH LONDON 

Jewish Care has opened an office at 
Nightingale House to promote Jewish 
Care services to members of the Jewish 
Community in South London. 

Stephen Ison, a community support 
practitioner at Jewish Care, will be 
based at Nightingale on Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, to offer help 
and information about a wide range of 
services for Jewish people in need. He 
is already working with Carol, our “Chat 
and Check co-ordinator (see above) and 
with the SLLS office.  

Help is available for Jewish people in 
need. They may be men, women, or 
children who are in need of specialised 
help, care or protection. Some examples 
which may create such a need are: 
physical or sensory disability, 
degenerative illness, mental health 
problems, social isolation and 
loneliness, emotional upheaval, HIV 
or Aids, risk of neglect or abuse, 
Alzheimer’s , dementia, domestic 
violence, or learning disabilities . The 
list of challenges faced by people in 
everyday life is endless.       

Carol  Sack may be contacted on and 
Stephen’s phone numbers are.  His 
email addresses are sison@jcare.org or 
stephenison@nightingalehouse.org.uk. 
Nightingale House is located at 105 
Nightingale Lane SW12 8NB. 

You can also phone "Jewish Care 
Direct" helpline on 020 8922 2222.   
They will take the referral details and 
pass all South London clients back to 
Stephen after logging them on the 
system.   

For further information, see 
www.southlondonjewishservices.org.uk/ 

 
 

 

STOP PRESS (Full report in next issue) 

At the Synagogue’s AGM held on  
Sunday 10 January,  the following were 
elected to Council:  OFFICERS: Chairman, 
Eve Samson; Secretary, Paul Mindus; 
Financial Secretary, Philip Walker; 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: William Cohen,  
Daniel Kirk, Mike Saunders and William 
Summer.  Jeromé Freedman was re-
elected as President. 
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THE GREAT SEDER WORKSHOP 
Sunday 28 March at 10:30am 

Come and join with our  
Religion School families for  
some last minute Passover/  
Pesach fun and Seder ideas. 

It’s a drama!   Every drama needs 
props so make a matzah cover, a 
Miriam’s Cup or Elijah’s Cup or a 
pillowcase for stylish leaning. 

It’s a chance!   for young people of all 
ages to experience the journey for 
themselves with some ideas you can 
also use for your home Seder. 

Short of music?  Try the song 
workshop for the traditional and the 
wild and wacky (and if you have a 
brilliant song come along and teach 
others) 

Tired of the same old charoset ?  
Make and try some new recipes. 

Make some matzah .  It only takes 
18 minutes! 

Unsure of the symbolism and 
meanings of elements of the Seder?  
Ask some experts. 

It’s new and it’s here : introducing the 
new Liberal Judaism Haggadah 
 
 

 
 
 

Machaneh Aviv    
(Spring camp)   
5th -11th April, features  
all the fun of the summer condensed 
into six incredible days!  This event 
caters for years 3-10 and offers the 
chance to meet young people from 
other congregations in a fun-filled and 
educational environment. 
Don’t leave it too late to book!  

Financial help is available for these 
programmes. Please contact Rabbi 

Janet directly by e-mail 
janetdarley@southlondon.org or by 

phone to discuss financial assistance in 
confidence. 

It’s not too late to get involved in an 
upcoming LJY-Netzer  event.  Run by 
young people for young people,  
LJY-Netzer  provides a jam-packed 
programme of quality informal events 
and activities.  From sleepovers to 
social action projects, summer tours to 
summer camps, parties to picnics - 
LJY-Netzer  has something for 
everyone! 

 

Biennial Weekend 
on Jewish life in 21 st Century 

Tortworth Court Hotel near Bristol  
Friday 16 – Sunday 18 April 2010 

Please come!  

The Liberal Judaism 2010 Biennial 
Weekend, planned at Tortworth Court 
Hotel, near Bristol, 16-18 April, will 
explore “Liberal Judaism – With You 
Every Step of the Way”, and the belief 
that Liberal Judaism is part of everyday 
life, not just about hatching, matching 
and despatching. 

A wide range of speakers, including 
Rabbi Julia Neuberger , and workshop 
sessions, including one run by Rabbi 
Janet Darley , will appeal to all ages. 
Learn about how to shape the definition 
of Liberal Judaism by participating in 
the Ideas Project and the launch of a 
Social Action Project.  

Paula Kinchin-Smith , a qualified 
children’s leader, is devising a focused 
programme of practical and fun 
activities for children up to the age of 8. 
LJY Netzer, the Liberal Youth 
movement,  will be running a full day of 
activities for our 8 – 15 year olds on the 
Saturday. 

Highlights of the programme include 

·  Key note speech from Rabbi Julia 
Neuberger, president of Liberal 
Judaism  

·  Key note speech from Lord 
Dholakia 

·  Rabbi Na’amah Kelman ,  LJ’s 
scholar in residence, is currently 
Dean of Hebrew Union College’s 
Jerusalem School.  

·  Launch of the Liberal Judaism 
Ideas Bank as a forum to share 
ideas and beliefs from within and 
from outside the Movement and 
contributors may be both Jewish 
and from other faiths.  

·  Tikkun Olam – LJ is launching with 
World Jewish Relief, a social action 
project to support people, 
irrespective of their faith, who live in 
conditions of dire poverty in and 
around Kharkhov, Ukraine. 

·  Workshops– 20 sessions including 
one by Rabbi Janet Darley of 
South London  and NPLS’s Esther 
Aronsfeld on creating a range of 
new life-cycle rituals.  

·  Full details of the programme, go to 
http://www.liberaljudaism.org/bienni
al.htm or contact the Synagogue 
office for details.  Members under 
40 receive a discount. 
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Our Sincere Condolences 
to Sally Rose on the death of her 

brother, Harry Grodent. 

and to Edna Young on the death of 
her husband, Stanley. 

Happy Birthday  
Cedric Briscoe, Alan Feinstein, Leslie 
Gordon, Hava Ish-Horowicz, Maurice 

Kaye, Lionel Phillips, Aubrey 
Silverstein, Peter Taylor, Ruth Taylor, 

Albine (Bina) Wallach,. 

Happy Birthday to our 
Members of the Future 

Maximilian Zabel Hoffman (2 Feb) 
Tania Stein (4 Feb), Kingsley 

Campbell-Golding (9 Feb), Olivia 
Barnard (11 Feb),  

 

 

Rabbi’s Column ,        ( cont’d from p1) �

At five years of age the study of 
Scripture; 
At ten, the study of Mishnah; 
At thirteen, subject to the 
commandments; 
At fifteen, the study of Talmud; 

At eighteen, marriage; 
At twenty, pursuit [of a livelihood]; 

At thirty, the peak of strength; 
At forty, wisdom; 

At fifty, able to give counsel; 
At sixty, old age creeping on;  

At seventy, fullness of years; 
At eighty, the age of “strength”; 
At ninety, body bent; 

At one hundred good as dead, having 
passed and ceased from the world. 

While we can think of rites and 
passages for many of these, there are 
others that may not be so obvious. 
There may be some for which we wish 
there were particular rituals which we 
could use.  And there may be some of 
these age markers which we may think 
are no longer relevant. I am not sure 
that these days we think of sixty as a 
time of “old age creeping on” we might 
prefer the alternative translation of 
becoming a wise elder but perhaps that 
is just wishful thinking!   

I hope you will join me to share my 60th 
birthday cake as part of our social 
evening on 13 February (p1) and I also 
look forward to seeing some SLLS 
members at the Liberal Judaism 
Biennial (p3) in April to explore this 
topic further.       Rabbi Janet Darley  
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ADMINISTRATOR - SLLS OFFICE  
 Ruth Edwards   020 8769 4787  

EMERGENCY SLLS NUMBER  
   
Minister 
 Rabbi Janet Darley  
   
  janetdarley@southlondon.org 

President 
 Jeromé Freedman   

Chairman 
 Eve Samson   

Hon Secretary  
 Paul Mindus  

Hon Treasurer  
 Alexander Clark SLLS office (above) 
  treasurer@southlondon.org 

Financial Secretary (Subscriptions) 
Philip Walker    
  chairmanphil@southlondon.org 

Board of Deputies Rep.  
 Jeromé Freedman   

Burial/Cremation Officer  
 Louise Freedman    

Building and Maintenance  
 Philip Walker    

“Chat & Check” - Welfare  
 Carol Sack  

“Due South”  
 Corinne Lever    

Education Committee Chairman  
 Beverley Taylor    

Friends of Religion School Chairman 
 John Elliott-Nabarro  

Housekeeping/Hall Lettings  
 Ruth Edwards  

Judaica Sales   
 SLLS Office    

Librarian Desmond Marks Library 
 Corinne Lever  

Membership Secretary  
 Louise Freedman    
  louise@freedman.org  

Proselyte Enquiries   
 (in the first instance, ring SLLS Office) 

Religion School Administrator   
 Ros Brandon     

Religion School – Joint Heads  
 Jacqueline Ashton  
 Ros Brandon   

Security and Stewarding  
 Stan Myer O’Reilly 

Ron Mortimer   
 Paul Infield  

South Circular – Editors  
 Louise Freedman    
 Paul Mindus  

Women’s Society – Hon. Sec   
 Poppy Kudelka      
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Feb 5/6 
 Robert Green Audrey Carson 
 Florence Taylor Peter Taylor 
 Gustav Miller Paul Miller 
 Bernard Harris Adele Schwartz 
 Kitty Gronow Marilyn James 
 Sidney Sinclair Joy Sinclair 

Feb 12/13 
 Rita Rosen Ruth Edwards 
 Myer Briscoe Cedric Briscoe 
 Esther Raphael Sadie, Rene & 
  Helen Raphael 
 Malcolm Bissell Michele Freedman 
 Amy Rich Michael Rich 

Feb 19/20 
 Simon Rich Joan Rich & 
  Danny Rich 
 Betty Parr Joan Rich 
 Hannah Waterman Marc Waterman 

Feb 26/27 
 Sophie Zackham Robert Zackham 
 Morris Harris Hilda Bunyan 
 Eva Sinclair Paul Sinclair 
 Selma Izbicki John Izbicki 
 Herbert Hart Jane Hart 
 Nat Lippin Fran Lippin 
  

 (continued in next column) 
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MARCH 
13 Sat 2nd Saturday ��������	
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 Learning morning. 
20 Sat David Benedictus Evening (p2) 
21 Sun TODDLERS’ GROUP 
28 Sun The Great Seder Workshop (p3) 
29 Mon First Seder 
30 Tue PESACH, Communal Seder  

APRIL 2010 
10 Sat 2nd Saturday FAMILY SERVICE 
16 -18  LJ BIENNIAL WEEKEND  (p2)  

MAY 
 8 Sat 2nd Saturday FAMILY SERVICE 
16 Sun TODDLERS’ GROUP 
19 Wed SHAVUOT 

JUNE 
12 Sat 2nd Saturday FAMILY SERVICE 
13 Sun Stone Setting: Daniel Feinstein 
20 Sun TODDLERS’ GROUP 
NOVEMBER  
21 Sun MITZVAH DAY 

___________________________________ 

Feb 26/27 (continued) 
 Dr Aharon Ish-Horowicz Hava &  
  Miriam Ish-Horowicz  
 Muriel Babot Sylvia Mash 
 Sidney Rich Michael Rich 

� � � � � � � � � �� 	 
 � � � �
Mon 1 7:00pm  Monday Night is Learning Night  (p1) 
Thu 4 10:30am  Rabbi Michael Schwartz speaking at M ontagu Centre (p2) 
Fri 5 6:30pm  Shabbat Service & EARLY BIRD CHAVURAH  Janet Darley 
� �������
��

���� Theme: Jewish Task 
Sat 6 10:45am  Shabbat Service Jeromé Freedman 
Sun 7 10:00am  RELIGION SCHOOL  and  
 11:00am  TODDLER GROUP 
Mon 8 7:00pm  Monday Night is Learning Night  (p1) 
Fri 12 7:30pm  Shabbat Service Jeromé Freedman 
� �������
��
����

��� Theme: Individuality 
Sat 13 10:45am  FAMILY SERVICE (Second Saturday)  Janet Darley 
 5:30pm  GRAND OPENING SLLS FILM CLUB (p1) 
Sun 14   NO RELIGION SCHOOL - HALF TERM 
Mon 15 7:00pm  Monday Night is Learning Night  (p1) 
Fri 19 7:30pm  Shabbat Service & CHAVURAH ����������	
  Jane & Lara Hart 
� � ������
�
�������� Theme: Worship 
Sat 20 10:45am  Shabbat Service Jane & Lara Hart 
Sun 21   NO RELIGION SCHOOL - HALF TERM 
Mon 22 7:00pm  Monday Night is Learning Night  (p1) 
Fri 26 7:30pm  Shabbat Service (Zachor) Jeromé Freedman 
� �������
�
�
������� Theme: Light 
Sat 27 9:00am  Choir Practice led by Michele Freedm an 
 10:45am  Shabbat Choral Service & Purim Study Janet Darley 
Sun 28 10:00am  RELIGION SCHOOL  Purim – Community Festival Service 
MARCH   (Please also see top column 3 on this page) 
Mon 1 7:00pm  Monday Night is Learning Night  (p1) 
�

 

 

 
 

 SLLS COMMUNAL SEDER, led by Rabbi Janet Darley 
  Tuesday 30 March at 6:45pm prompt 
Booking forms for the Communal Seder are enclosed.   You are 

advised to return the form promptly to be assured of a place as this is always an 
enjoyable and popular occasion for all ages. 

 

 


